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 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter, held on Tuesday 28th July 2020 commencing at 7pm in the main hall at Mancetter Memorial Hall.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr J Arrowsmith, Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy * Mr P Kelly and Mr P Mann.
*Mrs S Healy joined the meeting by telephone due to shielding.
Parish Clerk


Mrs E Higgins

Finance Assistant

Mrs K Meads
Item 1- Welcome and Coronavirus Risk Assessment
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting and reiterated the risk assessment in place for the building 

throughout the duration of the meeting. 
Details had been given to all councillors in advance and were approved by the memorial hall trustees, NALC, 

And the environmental health department at NWBC.
Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.
There was no recording of the meeting. 
Item 3 – Apologies
Apologies were noted from Mr R Taylor due to serious illness. These apologies were accepted. 
Police, Borough and County councillors did not participate in person, although County councillor M Bell 
submitted a written report for the meeting.
Item 4 – Notice of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

Item 5 – Public Question Time.
There were no members of the public present. No concerns had been raised with the clerk by telephone or e-mail prior to the meeting.
Item 6– Confirmation that Chair and Vice Chair remain in position until May 2021.
Coronavirus legislation permits the current Chair and Vice Chair to remain in post until the next annual meeting of the Parish Council in May 2021 without the need to sign a new declaration.

For this year only an annual meeting can be held later in the year to elect new officers if the council so wish. All Councillors present approved the continuation of the current post holders until May 2021.
Item 7 – Minutes of previous meetings.
The previously agreed draft minutes from 28th January 2020 and 24th March 2020 were formally signed by the chair as a true record of proceedings.

Item 8 – Matters Arising from the minutes of 28th January and 24th March 2020

· Traffic Calming

A report and slideshow bringing together all previously discussed proposals for traffic calming has been submitted to Margaret Bell and members of the County Council in preparation for working towards a rearranged meeting and site visit. 
The initial visit was originally scheduled for early April prior to the implementation of lockdown.
Information on collisions, feedback from the steering group and questionnaires as well as detailed costings submitted as part of the application for the police crime commissioner funding, have all been put together, alongside a slideshow created by Peter Mann of photographs within the parish showing how these measures could be implemented.
It was reported that there had been an increase in un-sheeted lorries speeding along Harpers Lane from Hartshill Quarry. Hartshill Parish Council attend a liaison group for the quarry so this information will be fed back to their clerk.

· Parish Website and Email set up
Mancetter Parish Council now has a new accessibility compliant website to meet the guidelines coming into force in September 2020. Initial feedback has been positive and John Arrowsmith and the clerk will continue to update the new site. 
The research work led by John to source and implement a new website has been ongoing since July 2019, and the work agreed and budgeted for in the last financial year. 
In November 2019 a report was submitted to councillors with due diligence and costings recommending the new provider. This coupled with further consultation, led to the authorisation in June by the clerk under delegated powers to approve the payment of invoices which has now been ratified by the full council.

The council will also save money on associated costs by changing to the same provider for email accounts.

A new email set up document will be delivered to each councillor explaining how to reactivate their existing accounts.

A discussion took place concerning email communication. Due to some technical difficulties in the sending and receiving of emails, it was agreed that when responding to an email, each councillor would copy in all other councillors as well as the clerk to ensure that everyone is kept in the loop.
Items 9 & 10 – Reports from the Police, Borough and County Councillors.
A report was not available from the Police or Borough. The County Councillor report was distributed to members and is available to read as appendix one.

Item 11– Any other Parish Business for Discussion – not covered in any other agenda points.

· Request from St Peter’s Church PCC for semi-permanent signage in the closed churchyard.
The parish council considered the proposal from Martin Saunders on behalf of St Peter’s Church PCC.
Although supportive of the need for signage, especially to promote the Roman Heritage Centre, it was considered that the size of the proposed frame at 3 metres wide and 2 metres tall was too big, and would have an impact on the protected views of the churchyard as part of the conservation area and approved neighbourhood plan albeit on a semi-permanent basis. It would also affect the view of the residents of the historic Almshouses. The council would be happy to consider a smaller alternative. 
There is no problem with continuing to utilise the trees and wall and one councillor felt this added to the rural charm of the area. Projecting an image of a roman soldier onto the outer wall of the church and having cut outs of romans displayed on the grass verges and cemetery railings within the village were suggestions for special events.
Siting larger permanent signage at another site in the village may be a better option.
One option put forward was to consider a sign on the opposite side of the road set back in the charity field next to Gramer Cottages.

The parish council have suggested as part of a report to the county council to incorporate Mancetter’s Roman Heritage as part of new gateway signage on the approaches to the village from Nuneaton Road and Harpers Lane. Brown tourist signs on the A5 and in the surrounding area should also be considered.
Item 12 – Planning Matters and Current Applications
There have been very few applications throughout the lockdown period other than signage, extensions and the removal into storage due to health & safety of the canopy above Gramer Cottages.  No major applications have been implemented during this time. Further details can be found in appendix two and on the NWBC planning portal on their website.
Item 13– Finance
a) Formal Receipt of the Accounts for 2019/2020.

It was agreed unanimously to accept the Accounts for 2019/2020 which had been distributed prior to the meeting.

b) Formal Signing of section one of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year 2019/2020 – Annual Governance Statement

The Clerk and Proper Officer read out each Governance Statement and all Councillors formally accepted each one. The form was then signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

c) Formal Signing of section two of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year 2019/2020 – Accounting Statements

The Clerk and Proper Officer read out each Accounting Statement. These were unanimously accepted by each Councillor. The form was then signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

d) Signing of Payments
All cheques and bank payments were signed in accordance with the bank mandate. 

e) Review of Quarter One expenditure and budget allocation
Total expenditure for the first quarter of the financial year had been distributed to councillors prior to the meeting and was duly noted. It was not deemed necessary to make any changes to budget allocation.
f) Review of Parish Council Reserves / Purchase of laptops
The council reviewed its reserves and noted from April 2020 the allocation of reserves for a new website and traffic calming project as approved in the budget for the financial year 2019/2020.

It was agreed by the council to change the heading of the reserve “office relocation” to “office equipment”. As the new website is now operational and substantially under budget, the council resolved to transfer the remaining balance into the newly created “office equipment” reserve.
This will then enable the council to investigate the purchase of two new laptops. It was proposed by Mr H Blackburn and agreed unanimously to authorise this expenditure up to a budget of £2,500. 
g) Review of Staff Salaries.
The Finance Assistant had informed the council that they did not wish to be considered for a pay increment as they were already at the top of their current scale and were now only contracted for 5 hours a month.

It was proposed by Mr H Blackburn and seconded by Mr P Kelly and agreed unanimously that the Clerk should progress to point 10 on the NJC pay scale.

Item 14– Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish

· Update on damage to cemetery railings

On the 25th June 2020 in order to avoid an accident a gentleman crashed into the cemetery railings opposite St Peter’s Church Mancetter. 

He supplied the council with his details and managed to obtain a quotation for repairing the damage by a company who specialise in architectural railings. The existing ones are over 100 years old and part of the conservation area. 
Mr P Kelly had already obtained a number of quotations for the planned replacement of other railings as identified in a previous meeting.
The quote from M J Sheet Metal seemed to be the best value for money, however in light of the quotation obtained for the sections damaged in the car incident, should the standard of workmanship be good, then a quotation could be requested from them as they are specialists in architectural metal furnishings and a final decision can then be made.
· To approve a new policy regarding benches in the cemetery

All comments and proposed amendments have now been implemented and it was resolved unanimously to approve the new cemetery bench policy. 
This will be sent to the family awaiting to purchase a memorial bench and the policy will then be included as part of the annual process of reviewing policies and procedures.
It is now the time of year to reconsider the crown uplifting of trees within the cemetery and closed churchyard.

· Recording of Covid 19 burials

Mrs S Healy had requested that the council consider a method of recording coronavirus burials within the cemetery. 

It was agreed that where this information is known, then an Asterix will be placed next to the entry in the burial records.

Item 15 - Footpaths
Due to the lack of response by WCC to the dangerous condition of the walkway timbers on the approach to the Mill Lane footbridge, it was decided under delegated powers that members of the parish council would carry out the repairs as a matter of urgency and send pictures to the County Rights of Way team.

This was funded by designated reserves to negate a potential claim against the county council should an accident occur. 
Item 16 - Date of next meeting: Tuesday 22nd September 2020 at 7pm.
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.
Signed        
Date: 

